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Main target, Problem statement, Concept

Swarzplan and Site

 What do I want to accomplish with my design?
- SKVR needs to put itself on the map.

The SKVR reaches over 125.000 inhabitants of Rotterdam each year, still they remain quite unknown. My expla-
nation of this problem is that the SKVR is scattered throughout Rotterdam in municipality buildings they usually 
rent. The idea of designing a headquarters on a prominent location is the solution to this problem. 

The design of the building will form a mental image of the SKVR among the people of Rotterdam. The mental 
image of the SKVR exists solely in the mind of the individual and unconsciously summons feelings and associa-
tions of the SKVR. 

O� course the mental image is not only produced by the design of the building, but it does link the memories 
to a physical, concrete location. Thus, the building plays a prominent role in what the image of the SKVR will be 
like. The building needs to represent the image of the SKVR.

The SKVR is a dynamic, trendy and young organization, which houses the possibility to express yourself in all 
kinds of di�erent ways. The problem statement question is how to bring or implement this message in the 
design of new headquarters of the SKVR.

The design concept

The building is divided in two di�erent parts. One part houses and symbolizes the practice (the training facility), 
the other part houses and symbolizes the performance (meeting the city). The ‘meeting the city’ part of the 
building, which is private, communicates most with the visitors and random passengers, because of its trans-
parency, distinctive shapes and distinctive spaces.

Quote 1; “Forms themselves are meaningless, but can transmit meaning via images enriched by association.” 
Quote 2; “The richest interpretations come from the simplest archetypal forms: column, gable, arch, dome ad 
tower.”
 
The front of the building clearly shows the simple form of a modern theatre. The commonly known cinema on 
the Schouwburgplein van Koen van Velsen introduced this shape in Rotterdam. It is associated with amuse-
ment, recreation and public accessibility. 

The distinctive space, de�ned by the contra shapes of the theatre and the �oor, summons a distinctive feeling 
of SKVR due to its rare spacial qualities. The tilted ceilings also associate memories of the New Luxor theatre and 
the Pathe cinema.

The skewed line in the façade and the minimalistic design, by only using two materials and two horizontal levels 
next to the brick authentic building really adds a modern, trendy and dynamic appearance to the building.
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